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1940 


“Present conditions and legislation 
needed to improve library service” was the 
principal theme of the eleven district meet- 
ings held this year. Attendance of board 
members as well as of librarians and their 
assistants was gratifying, and the many 
who took part in the informal round table 
discussions of current problems contributed 
much toward the clarification and unity of 
purpose necessary for the betterment of In- 
diana libraries. Space permits only a brief 
summary of the meetings. Full reports of 
the secretaries have been filed in the Ex- 
tension Division of the Indiana State Li- 
brary. 

All in attendance were interested in the 
book and bindery exhibits at the different 
meetings. Firms and representatives ex- 
hibiting at one or more meetings were: 
Gaylord Bros., Mildred Walker; Paris Art 
Bookbindery, R. E. Cornell; A. C. McClurg 
Co., O. C... Everhart; New Method Book 
Bindery, E.°R. Jenkins; Albert Whitman 
Co., Edward Wambach; Grimm Bookbind- 
ery, Braydon Caldwell; Library Bureau, 
Harry Kumb. The State Library had new 
children’s and non-fiction books on exhibit 
at all meetings. 

Trustees sat together at luncheon at each 
meeting, and a member of the I.L.T.A. Exe- 
cutive Board led discussion on problems of 
interest to all. Mrs. George Bridwell, presi- 
dent of I.L.T.A., attended five meetings. 
School librarians met together for discus- 
sion of their work, also. Philip W. McDer- 
mott, Supervisor of the Indiana State-Wide 
W.P.A. Library Project, was at most of the 
meetings and told of the possibilities of 
W.P.A. service. A feature at the afternoon 
sessions at all meetings was a talk on “The 
Librarian as a Mental Hygienist,” given 
by Thomas G. Hutton, Geneva Feamon, 
Ralph E. Collins, Charles F. Mitchell, Han- 
nah §. Hubbard, and Helen Rogers, mem- 
bers of the State Department of Public 
Welfare. 

The first meeting was April 16, at GREEN- 
CASTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY, with Genevieve 


O’Hair, librarian, as chairman and Floy 
French, Spencer, secretary. Hazel B. War- 
ren complimented the Greencastle library 
on the many improvements and repairs in 
the building, and after a roll call, with 
sixty librarians and trustees present, she 
read an article, ‘“Conversation Piece,” from 
the March Wilson Bulletin, to outline what 
each one present could get out of a district 
meeting. Carabelle G. Dickey, State Teach- 
ers College Library, Terre Haute, chair- 
man of the I.L.A. Legislative Committee, 
told of library legislation to be introduced 
in the next session of the General Assembly. 
She stressed the urgent need for librarians 
and trustees to work for needed legislation. 
Special attention was called to the educa- 
tional requirements and standards set forth 
in the A.L.A. publication, Library Person- 
nel and Training Agencies in Indiana. The 
need for a codification of Indiana library 
laws was stressed. Leland R. Smith spoke 
of sources and use of vertical file material 
and exhibited some recent pamphlets. At 
the afternoon session, Mrs. George Brid- 
well spoke of current legislative work and 
of the annual conference of trustees to be 
held in Indianapolis, Nov. 12-18, 1940. Dr. 
Francis C. Tilden, DePauw University, in 
speaking of “Censorship of Books,” com- 
pared the home life of English and Ameri- 
can children, concluding that the greater 
freedom in American homes did not permit 
keeping adult books away from the child 
and that parents should exercise discretion. 
In public libraries he recommended that 
such books should be shelved separately and 
be made available only to persons with ma- 
ture minds. Perhaps the best plan, he said, 
was to refuse to purchase questionable 
books. He thought books should be dis- 
cussed with young people to direct their in- 
terests toward better literature. Carrie 
Scott made announcements concerning the 
A.L.A. Conference at Cincinnati, and the 
“Children’s Crusade for Children,” for the 
relief of refugee children. She asked that 
the work of the Riley Hospital Library be 
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kept in mind and that whenever a child was 
sent to Riley Hospital the local librarian 
keep in touch with the librarian there to 
continue the child’s reading program. After 
the session tea was served in Lucy Rowland 
Hall with Miss Margaret Gilmore and Mrs. 
Vera S. Cooper of DePauw University pour- 
ing. 

A small but interested group of librarians 
met at GREENWOOD on April 18. Miss Hazel 
Wishard, librarian, presided. During the 
morning a discussion of current conditions 
was led by Hazel B. Warren. Mrs. George 
Bridwell added importance to the discus- 
sion by her enthusiastic presentation of the 
trustees’ part in the legislative program. 
Ethel Cleland, Business Branch, Indianap- 
olis Public Library, talked on legislation. 
In the afternoon Mrs. Grace B. Golden, 
executive secretary, Children’s Museum of 
Indianapolis, told of the work of this insti- 
tution, giving some of its history and de- 
velopment. One of its unique features is 
the board of directors composed of chil- 
dren. 

Seventy-nine registered at the BEDFORD 
meeting, April 23. Minta Stone, librarian, 
introduced E. Y. Guernsey, member of the 
board and a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives for several years. Miss Warren 
spoke of legislative needs and general 
conditions in the state and asked Mr. Guern- 
sey to give advice on how to work for a 
bill to get it passed. Catherine Bailey, In- 
dianapolis Public Library, chairman of the 
I.L.A. Adult Education Committee, spoke 
on possible work on adult education in the 
small library. Luncheon was served at the 
Spring Mill Park Inn, and the afternoon 
session was held there. Margaret I. Rufs- 
vold, instructor in library science at Indiana 
University, announced the Reading Con- 
ference and the Conference for Librarians 
and Trustees to be held there June 24-29. 
Elizabeth Orr, Indianapolis Public Library, 
spoke on “Good Gardens Grow from Books,” 
giving resumes and exhibiting some good 
books on gardening. Erma Cox, Martins- 
ville, served as secretary. 

VINCENNES meeting, April 25, was at- 
tended by over a hundred. Jane Kitchell, 
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librarian, presided, with Anna Louise 
Thrall, Evansville College Library, as sec- 
retary. Ethel F. McCollough, librarian, 
Evansville Public Library, outlined library 
legislation. She emphasized the necessity 
for librarians to be more interested in and 
more informed about what is being done in 
the state and in the nation in the enact- 
ment of library legislation. There is every 
reason to be encouraged about the passing 
of the certification bill and enabling act, 
providing annuities for librarians, if librari- 
ans become more conscious of their respon- 
sibility to themselves, their organization, 
and their community. Mrs. Mary Kennedy, 
a former librarian and now a trustee at 
Washington, said that in the matter of book 
selection, librarians must try to strike a 
medium as far as quality, quantity, and the 
interests of patrons are concerned. Special 
work with children is helping to develop a 
higher standard of reading which will be 
reflected in future adult reading. Jane 
Kitchell, as president of I.L.A., explained 
plans to revitalize the.I.L.A. this year. A 
special attempt will be made to push the pas- 
sage of the certification bill and enabling 
act. To do this most effectively the state 
has been divided into districts. A chairman, 
who will act with Mrs. Dickey and other 
I.L.A. officers, has been appointed from 
each district. Frederic G. Melcher, editor of 
Publishers’ Weekly, a former Hoosier, has 
offered to give the library that has the best 
exhibit on local literary history a four- 
volume set of Sandburg’s Lincoln. 

Mrs. George Bridwell, president, I.L.T.A., 
announced that the association is planning 
to take a vital part in library legislation 
activities this year. Information as to a 
definite program for trustees is being sent 
to each librarian and each trustee. Mary 
Louise Eluere gave a brief history of the 
Old Cathedral Library in Vincennes and 
described some of the oldest books there. 
Luncheon was served at the Vincennes Fort- 
nightly Club. The invocation was sung by 
Helen Phillippi, accompanied by Leona 
Brocksmith. Following the luncheon, V. L. 
Eikenberry, superintendent, Vincennes 
Public Schools, extended greeting to the 
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guests, and W. A. Davis, president, Vin- 
cennes University, gave a talk, “Harrison 
the Educator,” describing the first governor 
of Indiana Territory as a civic, social, re- 
ligious, and educational leader. Mrs. Min- 
erva Smith Reeve completed the luncheon 
program by reading some of her poems. At 
the afternoon meeting a review of Mrs. 
I. M. Rittenhouse’s Maud was given by Mrs. 
Helen Denton Allen. Tea was served by the 
men representing the several book com- 
panies and binderies that had displays at 
the meetings. 

HANOVER district meeting was held at 
Hanover College, April 30. Mary Louise 
Fitton, librarian, presided. The morning 
discussion of legislation was led by Miss 
Warren. Luncheon was served at the old 
Hanover Presbyterian Church. An organ 
interlude by Virginia French, a student in 
the Hanover College Music Department, 
was given after lunch. Charles E. Heberhart, 
columnist of the Madison Courier, told of 
his experienze in “Trailing Local History, 
If Any—to Its Lair,” and Dr. Mars West- 
ington, professor of classical languages and 
literature, gave a talk on “Our Living 
Language: Words in History.” After the 
meeting the faculty women entertained the 
group at a tea in Donner Hall, the new 
girls’ dormitory. Mrs. Carolyn Bemish, 
North Vernon, was secretary. Sixty-two at- 


tended. 


Over eighteen cities and towns were 
represented at the ELwoop meeting on May 
8, with about seventy-five attending. The 
address of welcome was given by Lucile 
Snow, librarian. During the morning ses- 
sion Mrs. Dickey spoke on legislation and 
Mr. McDermott on the W.P.A. State-wide 
Library Project. R. E. Cornell talked on 
“When to Bind and When to Mend.” 
Luncheon was held at the Country Club, 
and musical entertainment was given by 
Mrs. Leslie Gilkey, Walter Franklin, Alice 
Bambrough, and Donn Yoder. At the after- 
noon meeting, after a talk by Geneva Fea- 
mon, Harriet Bard, librarian, Hagerstown 
Public Library, presented a pleasing liter- 
ary talk based on William Lyon Phelp’s 
Autobiography with Letters, and Mrs. 


Ralph Bertsche, librarian, Alexandria Pub- 
lic Library, presented important points on 
a dozen new books. Miss Snow was assisted 
by Mrs. Ethel Allbright, assistant, Ander- 
son, as secretary. 

District meeting at LINDEN on May 8 
was.attended by sixty-eight persons. Evelyn 
Wright, librarian, and Ethel Browning, 
member of the board, welcomed the guests. 
Miss Warren led the discussion of library 
problems, and Edith Thompson of Frank- 
fort represented the I.L.A. Legislative 
Committee. The remainder of the morning 
was taken up with the discussion of in- 
dividual problems, ranging from special 
borrowing privileges to censorship. The 
Reverend Albert H. Northrop, of Linden, 
developed the theme of “The Second Mile,” 
giving an inspirational view of the duties 
of librarians from the standpoint of a 
friend of the library. Mrs. Marjorie Hig- 
bee, children’s librarian, Crawfordsville, 
was secretary. 

Dorothy Agness, librarian, welcomed the 
guests to RoyAL CENTER, May 9. Mrs. Ada 
Martin, Wolcott, acted as secretary. Most 
of the morning was given over to a discus- 
sion of legislation, with Alice Stevens, 
Logansport, in charge. A luncheon was 
served at the Baptist Church. Mary Annetta 
Holmes and Pauline French, Logansport, 
in a very entertaining manner reviewed a 
selective group of new fiction and non-fic- 
tion. The closing talk of the afternoon was 
by Robert Detamore, high school librarian 
of the Francesville High School. He urged 
a closer cooperation between high school 
libraries and public libraries. 

On May 10, a group of forty attended the 
BLUFFTON meeting. Marguerita McDonald, 
librarian, and Mayor Butler welcomed the 
guests. After a talk by Mrs. Dickey on leg- 
islation, a round table discussion took place, 
during which Mrs. Dickey and Miss War- 
ren answered many questions. Luncheon 
was served at the First Reformed Church, 
with music by members of-:the high school. 
At the afternoon session, Miss McDonald 
told briefly of the organization of the Bluff- 
ton-Wells County Library, and introduced 
Mervin S. Smith, county agricultural agent, 
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who spoke on county library service for 
rural adults. He stressed the importance 
of taking library service to rurai people, 
and he also emphasized the importance of 
a good staff. Lloyd Lieurance, county super- 
intendent of schools, spoke on library serv- 
ice for rural schools. He believes that it has 
been more successful to have a centrally 
located library and to take books to the 
rural schools than to have a few books in 
each township. The book trailer has proven 
a success and is a great help to the rural 
school. Mr. Lieurance recommended that 
every county have a county library, that 
each library should be standardized in or- 
der to secure a rating so that it can serve 
the school libraries, since the school li- 
braries must meet certain requirements. 

The new book-trailer of the Bluffton- 
Wells County Library was inspected dur- 
ing the day by all who attended the meet- 
ing. Nellie Compton, assistant, Warren, 
served as secretary. 

The Northeastern district meeting was 
held at Mitrorp, May 14, with twenty- 
seven libraries represented and eighty 
guests in attendance. Dorothea Groves, of 
Milford, acted as chairman, with Mrs. W. 
_S. Oberholtzer, Bristol, as secretary. Flora 
M. Case, of Elkhart, presented the legisla- 
tive program. A unanimous vote to help 
pass the certification bill and the enabling 
bill was taken. Mrs. Walter W. Krider, of 
Milford, who has lived fifteen years in 
Japan, displayed and told of the “Festival 
of Dolls,” which is an old national celebra- 
tion observed every year in Japan in March 
or April. In the afternoon, Mrs. Stella 
Binkeley, librarian, Goshen College, told of 
the plans and work of the new library which 
will be completed this fall. A round table 
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discussion on local problems, !ed by Miss 
Warren, closed the program. ° 

LaPorTE vied with Vincennes as the 
largest meeting of the year, when one hun- 
dred and ten librarians and trustees as- 
sembled on May 15. Margaret Hager, chair- 
man, introduced Ben Rees, a member of the 
LaPorte library board, who gave the ad- 
dress of welcome. Frank H. Whitmore, of 
East Chicago, led the discussion on legis- 
lation. The description of the “First Year 
as a County Library,” by Margaret Hager 
and Mildred Sloane, county librarian, was 
filled with instruction and enthusiasm for 
county service. In the round table discus- 
sion which followed, a number of librarians 
were concerned over the assessment and col- 
lection of library fines. A lively discussion 
ensued on how to deal with trustees who 
take out new books and keep them. James 
A. Howard, of Hammond, explained the 
work of the I.L.A. Activities Committee, 
of which he is chairman. 

At the afternoon session there was‘a short 
discussion of bookbinding. Mrs. Catherine 
Glueck, of the Gary Public Library Exten- 
sion Department, read a paper on “Region- 
al Library Work in Indiana.” This work 
is being carried out in conjunction with the 
W.P.A. State-wide Library Project. The 
work is not confined to one county, but 
serves the parts of adjoining counties 
which do not have library service. The 
trailer serves many rural communities. It 
tries to reach each branch at least once 
every two weeks. Carolyn Pulaski, of South 
Bend, read a paper on “Prevue of Chil- 
dren’s Books.” Mrs. Katharine E. Bowden, 
Valparaiso University, served as secretary 
of the meeting. 


LEGISLATION FOR LIBRARIES 


Public library work throughout the state 
of Indiana in the last analysis depends 
upon laws which have been passed and may 
be passed by the state legislature. That the 
status of libraries and of librarians can be 
and ought to be improved is apparent. 


Nearly a third of the people of Indiana are 
without library service other than the slight 
service which the Traveling Libraries and 
general circulation of the State Library 
can supply. This service by the State Li- 
brary is at best only intended to supple- 
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ment; it cannot take the place of the serv- 
ice of a local or regional public library. The 
people who administer libraries and give 
library service throughout the state do not 
have the standing nor the opportunities 
which they ought to have. Their salaries 
average lower than those of teachers who 
do a similar kind of work. The need of edu- 
cation and training for library work is not 
generally recognized. Librarians are with- 
out the protection of any system of pen- 
sions or retirement allowances and do not 
come under the general security provisions 
of the state or the federal governments. The 
state gives no assistance to the local public 
libraries as it does to the schools. These are 
only a few of the disadvantages under which 
the public libraries of the state labor. 

The remedy for this situation lies in the 
librarians and the library trustees of the 
state. Every General Assembly since Indi- 
ana became a state has passed legislation 
which is recommended and urged by groups 
of people intrested in this or that institu- 
tion or public activity. No General Assembly 
can be of itself cognizant of the needs, the 
possibilities, and the limitations of the insti- 
tutions necessary to the welfare of the pub- 
lic. Those who are directly concerned with 
these institutions must bring them to the 
attention of the legislators and ask for the 
passage of proper legislation. Librarians, 
library trustees, and others have attempted 
to do this in the interests of public library 
service and as a result have developed li- 
braries which give a service which, though 
inadequate, is in many respects very credit- 
able. They have not succeeded in providing 
a body of legislation which makes possible 
service commensurate with service given 
by the public schools, by relief agencies, and 
by many semi-public institutions such as 
newspapers and political parties. 

The reason why libraries have lagged be- 
hind the general advance of legislation is 
that those most directly connected with 


them have not made the public and the 
members of the General Assembly aware of 
the situation. They have not informed mem- 
bers of the General Assembly of the service 
public libraries are performing and of the 
possibilities they have for much greater 
service, nor have they inspired them with 
a friendly desire to promote library service. 
When remedial legislation has been pro- 
posed, librarians have disagreed about 
minor points, have confused legislators, 
and have failed to secure any action. 
In the General Assembly which convenes 
next January and adjourns in March, an- 
other opportunity is afforded to present the 
needs of public libraries and the possibility 
of increased library service to those who 
make the laws of this state. The Indiana 
Library Association and the Indiana Li- 
brary Trustees Association have appointed 
a committee to propose necessary and de- 
sirable legislation. The committee will have 
to depend upon librarians, library trustees, 
and library patrons throughout the state 
to promote the passage of such legislation. 
As representatives on the committee of 
these two bodies we make this preliminary 
announcement in the hope that we may all 
unite in taking advantage of this oppor- 
tunity of improving the institutions which 
are vital to the welfare of the state and 
country. Copies or summaries of proposed 
bills will be distributed for the considera- 
tion of those who are concerned, and we feel 
sure that after the fall meetings of the 
I.L.A. and the I.L.T.A. the best possible pro- 
gram will be completed. We hope that this 
coming General Assembly will see libraries 
coming much nearer than they have as yet 
= assuming their rightful place in public 
Mrs. CARABELLE G. DIcKEy, Chairman, 
I.L.A. Legislative Committee. 

Mrs. GreorGE K. BRIDWELL, President, 
Indiana Library Trustees Associa- 
tion. 


INDIANA LIBRARIES ON THE 1940 PUBLICITY ROLL OF HONOR 


The public libraries of Hammond, In- 
dianapolis and South Bend have been in- 
cluded on the Wilson Library Publicity 
Honor Roll of 1940. Y 

The Library Publicity Honor Roll, spon- 
sored by Mr. H. W. Wilson with the co- 
operation of the A.L.A. Public Relations 


Committee, includes notable examples of 
public, college, state and special library 
publicity issued during 1939. The entries 
were judged primarily on their appeal to 
those for whom they are intended and their 
effectiveness in interpreting the library to 
the community. 


MELCHER AWARD 


Mr. Frederic Melcher, editor of Publish- 
ers’ Weekly and a former vice-president 
of the Indiana Library Association, will 
present Carl Sandburg’s four-volume set 
of “Abraham Lincoln, the War Years” to 
the public library in Indiana submitting 
“the best evidence, by photographs, clip- 
pings and reports, of a constructive effort 
to create fresh interest in Indiana litera- 
ture.” The award is to be made at the State 
Conference in Richmond, October 17-19. 
The names of the judges will be announced 
not later than July 4. Publicity will be 
given through the Occurrent and Indianap- 
olis papers, and each librarian will be re- 
sponsible for local notice. 

Suggested Outline 

1. Competition should consist of two parts. 

a. One part featuring Indiana authors 
in general; the term Indiana author should 
be construed to include one born in Indi- 
ana or, though born elsewhere, resident in 
the state at the time of writing. 

b. Unearthing historical information 
concerning local authors. 
2. Project should include a list and short 
history of as many writers as possible 
in the county in which the library is lo- 
cated. The material of the project relating 
to authors outside the county should be 
limited to the authors of the first rank. 
8. Since it will be impossible to send the 
books and various display material which 


must have been exhibited for at least a 
week it will be necessary to submit photo- 
graphs of such displays, newspaper clip- 
pings and perhaps posters to the judges. 
As a suggestion the project may include 
exhibits inside and outside the library 
(photographs to be submitted for judging), 
and the work done by exhibit, newspaper 
publicity, and in talks before adults, chil- 
dren, and schools, to stimulate interest in 
Indiana literature. 
4, Emphasis in the smaller libraries can- 
not be on a great collection of books by 
Indiana authors, but upon what a local 
library can do to bring out what local 
authors have published and what the li- 
brary has done to stimulate interest in In- 
diana literature. Judges in their decision 
will be governed not so much by number 
of local authors as by new and interesting 
information contained and the effectiveness 
of the display. 
5. All entries must be submitted not 
later than September 23, to the State Li- 
brary to be judged, and the winning exhibit 
will be on display at the state Conference. 
6. This outline is a mere suggestion, the 
idea being to secure some new and interest- 
ing material to introduce the writers of today 
along with those of yesterday, that the state 
may become conscious of each community’s 
literary attainments. 

JANE KITCHELL, President, I.L.A. 
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UNION LIST OF SERIALS IN INDIANA LIBRARIES 


The Committee in charge of the prepara- 
tion of the Union List of Serials in Indiana 
Libraries announce the completion of their 
task and the publication of the volume. 
This work lists the serial holdings of forty- 
six of the public, college, university, insti- 
tutional and special libraries of the state. 
. The work of compiling and editing was 
done at Indiana University Library, Fava 
E. Goan, Assistant Reference Librarian, be- 
ing the editor. The book contains 680 pages, 
size eleven by eight and a half inches, and 
was lithoprinted by Edwards Brothers, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. It is estimated that it 
contains approximately 15,000 entries and 
references, and it is therefore one of the 
largest state or regional union lists to be 
issued. 

This work will contribute greatly to the 


reference use of periodicals and other serial 

publications on a broad basis. It should 

stimulate inter-library loan service 
tween the libraries of the state, call atten- 

tion to fields of study and research in which 

weakness is shown, and encourage the 

transfer and exchange of serials between 

libraries. 

The volume is offered in two bindings, 
Twiltex at $5.00 and cloth at $6.25. These. 
prices are based on the cost of printing 
only, all expenses of organization, compil- 
ing, editing and distribution having been 
borne by the cooperating libraries. An edi- 
tion of 250 copies was printed and copies 
are available from the Indiana Union List 
Committee, c/o Purdue University Library, 
Lafayette, Indiana. 

M. HEpBurn, Chairman. 


INTERESTING NEW BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Reviewed by Evelyn Ray Sickels, Indianapolis Public Library 


Nansen, by Anna Gertrude Hall. 

Here is a book of distinction. No more 
timely or inspiring biography has come 
from the press. Fridtjof Nansen, the Nor- 
wegian explorer, is the embodiment of cour- 
age and self-sacrifice; a hero to quicken 
the pulse and inspire unbounded admira- 
tion. No one can read the story of his life 
and not be a better person for having read 
the book. Nansen, the boy, is eager and 
fearless, fond of all sports but liking best 
to ski, for it enabled him to explore the wild 
solitary beauty of the Norwegian forest. 
At the age of seventeen he won the Nor- 
wegian championship for skiing. At eigh- 
teen he broke the world speed record on 
ice. The book tells enough of his life at 
school and university to foreshadow later 
achievements. We follow him on his voyage 
on the “Viking” when for the first time he 
views the strange cold beauty of the Arc- 
tic. We accompany him on the hazardous 
expedition to explore Greenland, and fol- 
low his courageous and dangerous attempt 


to reach the North Pole. It is hard to 
realize what Nansen’s achievement meant 
to Norwegians. To quote from the book: 
“It was as if each one of them had done 
a great thing himself, or as if he felt for 
the first time that he might do a great thing. 
The mass of the people understood very 
little about the discoveries made, but they 
did know about dangers to ships in the 
ice packs, they did understand skiing and 
hunger and cold and escapes from death 
in small boats. They saw the things they 
lived with all their lives raised to be a part 
of a heroic adventure, and they felt that 
the adventure and the hero both were theirs. 
The poet Bjornson put it into words at a 
banquet for Nansen in Christiania: ‘For it 
is true that the work, the faith, and the 
self-control a people practices in silence 
come to light some day in a great deed, 
and then it is as if a nation came of age’.” 

After learning to know and admire Nan- 
sen, the scientist and explorer, we see him 
touch even greater heights as a great hu- 
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manitarian. During the first World War 
he worked unceasingly to release the war 
prisoners in Siberia. His gallant work in 
connection with the League of Nations is 
recorded in history. In December i922 
when he was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize, which at that time amounted to over 
ten thousand dollars, he gave it all for 
agricultural stations in Russia and for new 
villages for Greek refugees. The author 
brings to a close the life of Nansen with 
these words: “He had high dreams; he 
failed sometimes, but his failures were 
greater than most men’s successes. He left 
great tasks unfinished for other high- 
hearted dreamers to complete. It is true 
that the great days of exploration are over: 
the last continent, the last ocean have been 
discovered, but there seem to be no boun- 
daries or dimensions to the other worlds 
in which Fridtjof Nansen helped’ blaze 
pathways, the world of science and the 
world of international brotherhood. Test 
tube, microscope, and telescope daily 
disclose new continents and oceans of 
knowledge and beyond each new. discovery 
rise the shining peaks of still more un- 
known lands. But the hardest journey, Nan- 
sen’s last quest, to find a road to peace 
among nations, to honest good will and 
love and mercy, still waits for dauntless 
young explorers.” 

He Heard America Sing, by Claire 
Purdy. 

This biography of Stephen Foster, the 
beloved composer of America’s folk-songs, 
is a welcome addition to the splendid 
biographies which have been written for 
boys and girls in the past few years. The 
author has made use of known facts: and 
traditions in the life of Stephen Foster and 
his family. She shows the boy’s sensitive 
response to music at an early age. She 
pictures him amid the hurly-burly of life 
quietly playing his beloved flute; working 
faithfully at his job of bookkeeping in Cin- 
cinnati; and visiting relatives at Bards- 
town, Kentucky. All the scenes, events and 
people that influenced Foster’s creative 
work are carefully portrayed. We see life 
on the docks in steamboating days; roust- 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 


abouts on the wharves; ragged old keelboat 
men singing songs of the “alligator hosses;” 
deck hands plucking tunes from banjoes 
and singing plantation melodies. Stephen 
Foster listened intently to all of the songs 
which came straight from the heart of the 
oppressed, the poor and the humble, and 
he succeeded in capturing the very spirit 
of America in his songs, “Way Down Upon 
the Swanee River;” “My Old Kentucky 
Home;” and “Massa’s in de Cold, Cold 
Ground.” Stephen Foster’s friends take 
their place in the narrative. Among them 
are Jane McDowell, the “Jeanie With the 
Light Brown Hair” and Old Black Joe, the 
faithful servant at Dr. McDowell’s. Inter- 
spersed throughout the text are the words 
and music of twenty-eight of the gifted 
composer’s songs. 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Teller of Tales, 
by Eulalie Osgood Grover. 

Anyone attempting to write a biography 
of such a well-loved person as Robert Louis 
Stevenson sets herself to a difficult task. 
But Miss Grover skillfully succeeds in 
writing a sincere and straightforward life 
of the beloved author. Emphasis is placed 
upon the author’s childhood and youth. We 
see the delicate imaginative child looking 
wistfully out of his nursery window watch- 
ing for Leerie the Lamplighter or sitting 
propped up in bed after an illness playing 
with his toys spread out upon the counter- 
pane. We hear his old nurse Cummy read- 
ing fairy tales and hair-raising stories of 
giants, goblins and dragons. Not much em- 
phasis is put upon Stevenson’s literary ac- 
complishments but we are told how he came 
to write Treasure Island, Kidnapped, and 
Black Arrow, and other of his famous 
stories. “Tusitala,” Teller of Tales, was the 
affectionate name given to him by the na- 
tive Samoans of the South Sea Islands. It 
was there that he finally made his home after 
living in Scotland, England, France, 
America and Australia. 

The Littlest House, by Elizabeth Coats- 
worth. 

Here is a book to delight all small girls 
who have longed to have a little house of 
their own. Three lively children, Jean, 
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Lydia and their small brother Mark, come 
to the seacoast town of Hingham, Massa- 
chusetts to live with their Cousin Mary. 
But the children wear on Cousin Mary’s 
nerves and the situation is saved only when 
the miller’s wife, who has a rare under- 
standing of children, gives them the key 
to the littlest house in Hingham and tells 
them that they may have it to play in that 
summer. When Lydia sees the house for 
the first time she exclaims, “Dolls live 
there! I never, never, never saw such a dear 
little house since I was born!” However, 
it is no playhouse, but a real house, for 
the miller’s wife was born in it many years 
before. The children find that the house 
is unfurnished except for a stove which 
has the word “Quaker” across the oven door. 
The fun begins when they explore the gar- 
ret and find in an old sailor’s chest a roll 
of wall-paper with which they paper the par- 
lor. The design of the wall paper is pre- 
served for. us in the delicate end-papers 
drawn forte book by Marguerite Davis. 
All of the activities of the children that 
summer contribute to the furnishing of the 
littlest house. When the steamer “City of 
Salisbury,” homeward bound from India, is 
wrecked off the coast near Hingham the 
children salvage from the scattered cargo 
a bolt of India-print from which they make 
the curtains. The recluse at Triphammer 
Pond gives the children a decoy duck which 
they use as a door stop. At his suggestion 
they pick strawberries and after lining the 
strawberry boxes with forget-me-nots they 
find a ready sale for the fruit and with their 
profits they buy an old sofa and table from 
an antique dealer. At last the littlest house 
is furnished even to old china, the most 
cherished piece being a “Tory Cup”, fragile 
and white with black handle in memory of 
King George III. The happy summer reaches 
a climax when the children learn from old 
family letters that the littlest house will 
be one hundred years old on the following 
Monday. They give a birthday party for 
their house and invite everyone concerned. 
It is the jolliest kind of a party, and the 
miller’s wife declares that although the 
littlest house had had a very happy life, as 
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houses go, she doesn’t believe that: it had 
ever been loved as much or been as happy as 
it has been this summer with the children 
living in it. 

Elizabeth Coatsworth’s sensitiveness to 
language gives distinction to her writing. 
In this gentle and charming story eleven 
poems form connecting links between chap- 
ters. 

Kobi, by Mary and Conrad Buff. 

The authors of Dancing Cloud have now 
written a story of Switzerland. Conrad 
Buff grew up in Switzerland and he and 
Mary Buff visited his native village in the 
canton of Appenzell in order to obtain at- 
mosphere and authentic background for the 
story. Here they lived for weeks in an old- 
fashioned farmhouse. They followed the 
herders up the mountain in June, listened 
to the herdsmen’s songs, and watched the 
cheesemaking in the high Alps. Conrad Buff 
made numerous sketches for the colorful 
lithographs which illustrate the book. The 
story tells of the boy Jacob, nicknamed 
Kobi, and of his great ambition to accom- 
pany his uncle to the high mountain pas- 
tures where he might help tend the ani- 
mals during the summer months. How he 
earns his herder suit and realizes his am- 
bition form the plot of the story. 

Lovina, A Story of the Pennsylvania 
Country, story and pictures by Katherine 
Milhous. 

Something of the quality of the folk-tale 
has crept into this story of Lovina, a little 
Amish girl who lived with Mom and Pop 
and her brother Chrissly and the cat Katzi 
on a farm in the Pennsylvania country. 
Although Lovina’s family were “plain” 
people, on special days, such as Lovina’s 
birthday, they used the seven gay plates 
which great-great-grandpop had bought 
when George Washington was president. 
There was a plate for every member of 
the family, including Grandpop and Grand- 
mom. Each plate had a different picture on 
it and the story tells what happened to 
each plate. Miss Milhous is a Philadel- 
phia artist who, because of her work on 
the Index of American Design for Penn- 
sylvania, had a wealth of material to draw 
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upon. In Lovina she has vividly portrayed 
for younger readers an authentic and pic- 
turesque phase of life in their own country. 

Wooden Shoes in America, by Lois Maloy 
and Alice Dalgliesh. 

Windmills and woodén shoes in America! 
It seemed incredible. Yet that was exactly 
what Pieter and Anneke found when they 
arrived with their mother and father in 
“The Spotted Cow” after their trip across 
the ocean from Holland. They had come to 
New Amsterdam to live with Grandfather 
and Grandmother. How delightful to find a 
little bit of home in this strange new coun- 
try. There were the Dutch houses with 
roofs of colored tiles and in the springtime 
tulips bloomed in Grandmother’s garden. 
On the sixth of December Saint Nicholas 
came riding over the housetops on his white 
horse just as he did in Holland! The story 
of the everyday life of Pieter and Anneke 
is told in forty full-page pictures accom- 
panied with a few lines of text simple 
enough for younger children to read and 
enjoy. The charming blue and white illus- 
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trations reflect a painstaking study of the 
historical background and suggest Delf blue 
tiles. The book is a distinguished contribu- 
tion to the valuable set of history stories 
for younger children which Miss Dalgliesh 
started with two previous volumes, America 

Begins, and America Builds Homes. 
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native Hoosier. 


ph ge Is Ours, by Louis Zara. Houghton, 1940. 
Dp. $2.7 
A well and dramatically told historical 
novel of ‘the struggle by the English, French, In- 
dians and» mericans for land in this region which 
claimed as “this land is ours.” 
na «= _, to Get Them to Do What You Want 
Do, by Maxwell Droke. Publisher, In- 
1940. 246p. $2.50. 
on “How to talk out of 


to make the right kind.’ 


Flora of Indiana, by Charles ry — Indiana, Dept. 

of mservation, Forestry Division, 1940.” 1236p. 
$3.50. (postage prepaid in Indiana). 
A monumental and scholarly work based on years 
of continued field studies. The ponderous volume 
is unillustrated with the exception of numerous 
maps which show the distribution and date of 
occurrence of plants. Mr. Deam, a resident of 
Bluffton, served as state forester from 1919 to 
1926, since which time he has acted as a research 
forester. 

Ballads and Songs of Indiana, collected and edited 
by Paul G. Brewster. Mocemiaghen, Ind., Indiana 
University, c1940. 3876p. (Indiana University 
Publications. series no.1). Paper cover 
$2.00 ; cloth $2.50 
There has long been a need for wach a collection. 
It has ballads and many folk songs, most of which 
are from the southern part of the state. The 
name of the contributor and where the ballad 
was heard is stated. It is well indexed. 

Indiana Voters’ Handbook. Fifth edition. Indiana 

e of Women Voters, 506 Illinois Bldg., In- 
dianapolis, 1940. 184p. 35c. 
New edition of excellent handbook giving in brief 
the main facts of state, local and federal govern- 
ment. This edition includes the legislation of 1939, 
contains a new section on central counting of 
— Indiana’s hygienic marriage law and adds 
w boards and commissions. It will be needed 
in 3 Dublie libraries of Indiana. 

Without My Gloves, by Maie Clements Perley. Dor- 
rance, 1940. 279p. $2.50. 

A breezy, satirical account of the 
which America and particularly Bloomington, In- 


diana, made on an Englishwoman who came there 
to live. Her frankness has aroused much com- 
ment in the university town. The author has main- 
tained that anything she has said about Bloom- 
ington was entirely good natured. 


The Boyhood of Tecumseh, by Marion Campbell. Dor- 
rance, 1940. 1386p. $2.00. 
A story of Indian life and customs. Its aim is to 
prove what Tecumseh was, not what he did, there- 
fore has omitted facts and the use of dates which 
one expects to find in a biography. It is based on 
stories handed down by the descendants of Te- 
cumseh. A second book is to be issued entitled 
Tecumseh, the Warrior. 

Gaar Williams Portfolios. Chicago, Chicago Tribune, 
1940. $2c each. 
Paper backed portfolios of cartoons in black and 
white. Each contains about a a sketches. 


of the Hoosier cartoonist. 


The Spanish Adventures of Washington Irving, by 
Claude G. Bowers. Houghton, 1940. ee $3.00. 
Claude Bowers, ambassador, histo bi- 
ographer turns back the pages of histo ny the 
days of his predecessor, the American am 
to | ang in a book which will prove delightful 
sua by Paul V. Champion. Bruce publishing 
co., Milwaukee, Wis., 1940. $1.25. 
Gives simple step-by-step directions on construc- 
tion of the houses. A brief description of each 
bird, its characteristics and habits, is included with 
each type of house. Written by an In Arts 
instructor of Elwood Public Schools. 


For Those Who Like Poetry 
Midstream, by Margaret E. Bruner. Kaleidograph 
press, = 1940. $1.50. 
One of the best known of present day Indiana 
poets issues her fourth volume of verse. Her 
earlier books were: The Hill Road, Mysteries of 
Earth and In Thoughtful Mood. Mrs. Bruner is a 
resident of New Castle. 
Candlelights at Dusk, by Leila Avery 
3320 Ruckle St., 
Dp 
An attractive little book by the wife of a minister. 
Living Gems of Verse, by Sadie Ashworth Neff. Pe- 
gasus publishing co., N.Y., 1940. 92p. $1.00. 
The author lives in Connersville. 
* 
Indiana—F ree and ar Material. 
The Indiana History Division of the State Library 
Vaneae to ren on request its recent revision 
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History (first and second series) ; Mort Green 

and Wife; Hunting and Fishing and Zipper. The 

State Library does not have circulating copies of 

these. They are suggested to librarians who wish 

d more enemies—and how to purchase at low cost some representative work 


SELECTED FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS 
Compiled by Margaret Donnell, Reference Division, Indiana State Library. 


This selected subject list is intended as 
an aid in obtaining interesting and useful 
federal documents. In ordering, give com- 
plete information, as found in this list. Un- 
less otherwise indicated the publications are 
free. 


The department of issuance has a lim- 
ited number of its publications for free dis- 
tribution. (1) Apply to the department of 
issuance, Washington, D. C. (2) If the de- 
partment’s supply has been exhausted, or- 
der from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington,-D. C., at the same time re- 
mitting price indicated in this list. Stamps 
will not be accepted. (3) Documents nearly 
always may be secured free of charge by 
application to your congressman. 


AviaTion—Primary ground study manual. 1939. 100p. 
(Civil Aeronautics Authority, Bulletin 21.) 15c. 
Beets—Culture of table beets. Slightly rev. Mar. 1940. 

4p. illus. (Agric. Dept. Leaflet 127.) 5c. 

Books AND READING—500 books for children. 1940. 
89p. illus. (Office of Education, Bulletin 1939, 
no.11.) 15c. 

Camps—Short-time camps; a manual for 4-H leaders. 
og 90p. illus. (Agric. Dept. Misc. Pub. 346.) 


CaTTLeE—Feeding cattle for beef. Slightly rev. Apr. 

‘a ™ illus. (Agric. Dept. Farmers’ Bulletin 
.) 5e. 

Information relating to successful cattle feeding, 

two methods of fattening cattle, supply of feeder 

cattle, selecting feeders, dry-lot feeding, and sug- 

gested rations. 

Cuitp WELFARE—Meaning of State supervision in the 

. social protection of children. 1940. 22p. (Labor 
Dept. Children’s Bureau Pub. 252.) 5c. 
Organization of supervisory services, supervision 
of child-welfare agencies, and care given in foster 
homes, 

Cit1zENsHIp—Our Constitution and Government, les- 
sons on the Constitution and Government of the 
United States for use in the public schools by 
candidates for citizenship. 1940. 400 p. illus. (Labor 
Dept. Immigration and Naturalization Service.) 50c. 

CoopERATIVES—Cooperative purchasing by Indiana 
farmers. 1939. 84p. illus. (Farm Credit Adminis- 
tration, Cooperative Research and Service Division, 
Bulletin 38.) 15c. 

Development of farm bureau purchasing coopera- 
tives in Indiana, organization structure of county 
associations, status of county associations, and 
ae methods in 80 selected county 

ions. 

Cows—Cow tester’s ogg 1940. 36p. illus. (Agric. 
Dept. Misc. Pub. 359.) 1 
Outline of cow come A barn book, herd- 
reco) tester’s round, owner’s permanent 
herd-record’ book, uniform testing rules, monthly 
testing period, and ten suggestions to cow testers. 

Epucation—Are the one-teacher schools passing? 18 

years of wT 1940. 17p. (Office of Education. 
Pamphlet 92.) 5e. 


Farm MANAGEMENT—Farm farm ac- 
counts, farm relief marketing, farm homes, agri- 
cultural statistics ; list of Daya, os for sale by 
superintendent ents, January 1, 1940. 
list 68, 27th ed.) (Superintendent 


ent: 


Fences—Farm fences. 1940. 58p. illus. (Agric. Dept. 
Farmers’ Bulletin 1832.) 10c. 
Information relating to kinds of fences used on 
farms, fence posts, life of fences, cost of fencing, 
construction methods, lightning protection, gates 
and entrances, and maintenance of fences. 

ForuMs—Forum planning handbook, prepared for 
study and discussion for planning groups of edu- 
eators and civic leaders. 1939. Tip. (Office of 
Education, Bulletin 1939, no.17.) 10c. 


House C.LEANING—House cleaning management and 
methods. 1949. 22p. illus. (Agric. Dept. Farmers’ 
Bulletin 1834.) 5c. 

Hovusine LecisLation—Home owners’ loan acts and 
housing acts [July 22, 1932-Aug. 11, 19891" 1940. 
114p. Superintendent of Documents. 


Insects—4-H Club insect manual. 1940. 63p. illus. 
(Agric. Dept. Misc. Pub. 318.) 15c. 

IrrIGATION—Putting down and developing wells for 
irrigation. 1940. 86p. illus. (Agric. Circ. 546.) 15¢. 
Factors affecting and feasibility of pumping 
plants, and flow of ground water into wells, hy- 
draulics of wells, battery wells, test-hole drilling, 
irrigation wells and their construction and testing 
wel 


Lasor Laws—Compilation of laws relating to media- 
tion, conciliation, and arbitration between em- 
ployers and employees, laws disputes between car- 
riers and employers and subordinate officials un- 
der Labor Board, eight-hour laws, employers lia- 
bility laws, labor and child labor laws. 1940. 411p. 
Superintendent of Documents. 35c. 

MicRANT PropLEM—Migrant farm labor: the problem 
and some efforts to meet it. 1940. 14p. (Farm 
Security Administration.) 

Patents—Story of the American patent system, April 
10, 1790-1940. 1940. 29p. illus. (Patent Office.) 
PEAcH Borer—Peach borer, how to prevent or lessen 
its ravages. Rev. Jan. 1940. 14p. illus. (Agric. 

Dept. Bulletin 1246.) 5c. 

Finance—Know your school—Know 
schools 1940. 17p. (Office. of 
tion, Leaflet 5 3.) 5e. 

— Liprartes—One dollar or less, inexpensive 

for school libraries. 1940. 16p. (Office of 
Pamphlet 88.) 5c. 

Sex Epucation—High schools and sex education. 1939. 

ge (Public Health Service. Educational Pub. 7.) 


ic. 
Information relating to sex education in the sec- 
ondary schools, methods and supplementary de- 
vices, teacher selection, preparation, — develop- 
ment, and biology and general science course, 
physiology and hygiene, Bs ap physical education. 

TRANSPORTATION—Public aids to transportation. C. S. 
Morgan. 1940. 4v. v.1, General comparative analysis, 
and public aids to scheduled air transportation ; 
v.2, Aids to railroads and related subjects; v.3, 
Public aids to transportation by water; v.4, Pub- 
lic aids to motor vehicle transportation ; an analysis 
of highway and street costs and motor vehicle user 

payments. (Federal Coordinator of Transportation. 

Section of Research.) 60c. ea. 


Trees—Care of ornamental trees and shrubs. 1940. 
~ illus. (Agric. Dept. Farmers’ Bulletin 1826.) 
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American lib: 7, tion. Education 
Pred ‘or the asking. 1 8p. CaN 100 copies 
‘or $1.35. 


A folder which briefly describes the educa- 
tional opportunities commonly found in a 
library and how to utilize them. It is for 
distribution to: 


1, Library users not fully aware of the 

library’s many educational services. 

2. Non-users potentially interested in 
some phase of informal education who would 
welcome knowledge which would help solve 
some vital life problem. 

8. Civic leaders, officials, and influential 
citizens who may not appreciate the educa- 
tional value of the library to the community. 

American library association. Board on 
library service to children and yo e. 
Sub-committee. Subject index “° children’s 
plays. 1940. 277p. A.L.A. $3.50. 

This indexes 202 collections of plays for 
grades 1-8 under 793 subjects. Each entry 
gives the name of the play, indicates by 
code number the book in which the ity, is 
found, the page number, the grades for 
which the is the number of char- 

, and the numbers of acts or 


lete buying information is 
given for title in the list of books in- 


Orton, R. M. Ree | 1 prints in series. 
1940. 170p. ilson co. $3.50. 
The catalog lists all —— available in 
— of the most popular series in a 
single author and title a alphabet. Full de- 
scriptive information is included about both 
the individual titles and the series in gen- 


Eaton, Anne Thaxter. Reading with chil- 
dren. 1940. 3854p. Viking. $2. 

Writing from the wealth of her i- 
ence in children’s work at the Lincoln ool 
of Teachers College, Columbia University, 
Miss Eaton has written sixteen stimulati 
essays on the pleasures derived from 
. ing. The book will be used not only in li- 

sto A schools, but enjoyed by all persons in- 
in children and their reading. 

Julia E., Trade unions and 
the anti-trust laws. 1940. 8308p. The H. W. 
Me co. (Reference Shelf, v.13, no.10.) 


The book opens with a clear presentation 
of the seers between capital and labor 
as illustrated in unions of employers and 
poe get The treatment is strictly impar- 

and highly readable. One section is de- 


PROFESSIONAL INTEREST 


voted to reprints of the best ts 
advanced by proponents of labor and in an- 
other section capital is heard. Briefs for 
both sides and extensive bibliographies are 


included. 

McDiarmid, E The library survey. 
1940. 260p. ALA. ‘50. 

- —— of the survey as a means to 
the possibilities of types of li- 
raries and the extent to which those possi- 

ilities are realized. The book covers the 
eae background for library service, 
library finance, administration, personnel, 
library collections, surveying the community 
for potential library use and preparing ~ 
report and disseminating the findings. Se- 
lected bibliography. 


p. The ilson co. (Reading 
‘or background series, No. 2) 35p. 


This list of 475 titles by 
365 authors has been compiled a 
for the age group of fifteen to nineteen. 
is based wu a study of reading interests 
made by the staff of the Stevenson Room 
for Young Peo le of the Cleveland Public 
Library under the direction of Jean C. Roos. 
The list is divided into four main interest 
groups. For each major title two books are 

suggested; the first to be read before and 
py second to be read after the major title. 
A one-sentence description follows each title 
and the index is by both title and author. 


Rue, Eliose. Subject index to books for 
a grades. 1940. 576p. A.L.A. 


This companion volume to Sub sage index to 
readers was planned to meet for 
an index to subject material for pals 4-6. 
It indexes about 1200 carefully chosen books 
under some 3000 subjects common to cur- 
riculum of intermediate grades. The volume 
should assist teachers and librarians in their 
— for appropriate and varied reading 


aes Jerome K., ed. Manual on the use 
of state publications. 1940. 352p. A.L.A. 
This resents in practical, usable form 
covatial facts on the many types of state 
pakileaiioe and the manner of their dis- 
tribution. Many specialists have contributed 
to an understanding of state ernment 
and the documents it issues. is is the 
first comprehensive treatment of the sub- 
ject since 1915 and its preparation has 
occupied the A.L.A. Public ts Com- 
mittee for nearly five years. 
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Jane Kitchell, president, I.L.A., announces 
the appointment of the following librarians 
as district legislative chairmen, to work 
with Mrs. Carabelle G. Dickey, chairman, 
I.L.A. Legislative Committee: 

. Bertha Ashby, Bloomington Public Li- 
rary. 

Flora M. Case, Elkhart Public Library. 

Ethel Cleland, Business Branch, Indianap- 
olis Public Library. 

Mrs. Vera S. Cooper, DePauw University 
Library. 


I.L.A. DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMEN 


Mary Louise Fitton, Hanover College Li- 
brary, vice-president of I.L.A. 

Ethel F. McCollough, Evansville Public 
Library. 
sige Lois Martini, Columbia City Public 

ibrary. 

Alice D. Stevens, Logansport Public Li- 


rary. 
“ Edith Thompson, Frankfort Public Li- 
rary. 

rank H. Whitmore, East Chicago Public 
Library. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 


The Special Libraries Association held its 
32nd annual conference in Indianapolis 
June 8-6. There were registered for the 
meetings 234 librarians from all parts of 


the country and from all types of libraries © 


—newspaper, business, technical, science, 
social science, museum, art, insurance, etc. 
The talks and discussions at the general ses- 
sions and at the many group meetings were 
interesting, informative, and stimulating. 
Several meetings were held at libraries, the 
Indiana University School of Medicine 
where a tour of the Medical Center gave 
opportunity to see the other libraries there, 
the Lilly Research Laboratories, and the 


John Herron Art Institute where the meet- 
ing was followed by a tea for the visitors. 
Other libraries also were visited. The In- 
diana State Library and the Indiana His- 
torical Society Library held “open house” 
for the delegates one afternoon. Pleasant 
social occasions were a fiesta on the roof 
of the Claypool Hotel the first evening, and 
the annual banquet at which Douglas C. 
McMurtrie talked on the history of print- 
ing. Mrs. Irene M. Strieby, librarian of the 
Lilly Research Library, was local conven- 
tion chairman. At the election of officers 
Mrs. Strieby was elected first vice-president 
of the Special Libraries Association. 


GIFT TO EVANSVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Every department of the Evansville Pub- 
lic Library has recently been enriched by 
a very beautiful and special collection of 
books, the gift of Mrs. Samuel L. Orr. Mrs. 
Orr has given the books in memory of her 
brother, Casselberry Dunkerson. The vol- 
umes included in Mrs. Orr’s gift are all 
publications of the Yale University Press 
and are of permanent value, some too ex- 
pensive for purchase from the library’s lim- 
ited book fund. 

At the time of Mr. Dunkerson’s death in 
Louisville, July 8, 1926, the Evansville Cou- 
rier published an article which we quote in 


“Mr. Dunkerson was the only son of the 


late Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Dunkerson, for 
more than half a century identified with the 
business and social life of Evansville. He 
was the namesake of his grandfather, Dr. 
Isaac Casselberry, a prominent physician. 
He attended the public school here and was 
graduated in 1894 from Yale University. He 
was a roommate at that time of his brother- 
in-law, Samuel L. Orr of this city. 
Following his graduation he moved to 
Louisville where he was in the tobacco 
business with his father, one of the firm of 
White, Dunkerson and Company. His father 
later retired from the firm and became presi- 
dent of the Old State Bank of this city. 
During the World War, Dunkerson was 
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connected with the War Trade Board in 
Washington, D. C. Following the war, he re- 
turned to Louisville and has since that time 
been vice-president of the Lincoln Trust and 
Savings Bank of Louisville.” 

The Casselberry Dunkerson collection, 
numbering 449 volumes, is now on display 
in the Dickens Room at the Central Library, 
22 S. E. Fifth Street. Each volume bears a 
special gift book plate which will identify 
the books wherever they may go. 
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Especially valuable is the 15 volume set 
of The Pageant of America; The Chroni- 
cles of America, 50 volumes; The Corri- 
dors of Time, 9 volumes; The Yale Shake- 
speare, 40 volumes; and How America 
Went To War, 6 volumes. Most of these 
books are for home use and may be bor- 
rowed from the library as soon as cata- 
logued. Reserves are being taken at the 
main desk. 


NEWS NOTES FROM 


Albion—The library board of the Albion- 
Noble County Public Library has purchased 
a book trailer to use in the extension of 
service to Noble County. 


Alexandria—In commemoration of the an- 
niversary of the founding of the Girl Scouts, 
the staff of the Alexandria Public Library 
arranged a special display including books 
on stamp couecting, photography, knitting, 
nature study, archery and other subjects. 


Attica—The Attica Public Library has 
been presented with the books and book 
cases of Mrs. Rachel Levor, a member of 
the library board for more than fifty years, 
who passed away recently. Her will provided 
for a cash bequest to the library. 


Bourbon—Bourbon’s ambitions for a mod- 
ern library building were realized when, on 
March 381 at impressive ceremonies, the 
town dedicated the new building made pos- 
sible through a generous bequest to the 
community by the late William Erwin. The 
pretty Colonial-style structure was presented 
to the community by Mrs. Cora Erwin, widow 
of the donor, and was accepted with the 
thanks of the town of Bourbon by Jesse 
Gerard of the Town Board, and for the town- 
ship by Clayton Gottschalk, township trus- 
tee and president of the library board. 


The Bourbon newspaper, The News Mir- 
ror, published a special “New Library Dedi- 
cation Edition” in which were featured pic- 
tures of the Erwins, the library building, 
Mr. Gottschalk, Miss Mary Fribley, li- 
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brarian, and others connected with the dedi- 
cation services. 


As additional gifts to the library Mrs. Er- 
win has presented a large collection of new 
books and is sponsoring extensive land- 
scaping of the library grounds. 


Elkhart—In order to estimate the dis- 
tribution of its service throughout the city, 
the Elkhart Public Library has completed a 
survey of its registered patrons. A map 
showing the density of adult patronage by 
districts has been posted in the library for 
inspection. 


Elwood—The Elwood chapter of the Tri 
Kappa sorority is giving a new book each 
month to the Elwood Public Library. The 
library has also received ninety-two pamph- 
lets on Australia, most of them direct from 
Queensland, Australia. They were donated 
for the use of the local Woman’s Club which 
is studying Australia this year. 


Evansville—Ruth Burlingame, North Side 
children’s librarian, has been granted a 
leave of absence by the library board to at- 
tend Carroll College, Waukesha, Wisconsin. 

Central Library has received for its chil- 
dren’s room a new reading table and benches, 
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Boswell 
in memory of their two children, Susan and 
Bobby, who died when their home burned 
last year. 


The Evansville Public Library recently 
held an exhibit commemorating the 500th 
anniversary of printing which included, in 
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addition to facsimile pages of the work of 
Gutenberg and other early printers, several 
old Bibles, one bearing the date 1546. The 
oldest imprint in the exhibit was a Latin 
book by Francis Titleman Hassellensis on 
Aristotle’s Organon, printed in 1546. Among 
early American imprints were Thomson’s 
Seasons (1803), The West Indies and Other 
Poems, by James Montgomery (1811), and 
Psalms of David ... Applied to Christian 
State and Worship (1812). A quaint item 
exhibited was an Infant’s Magazine, pub- 
lished in 1832 by the American Sunday 
School Union, which sets forth such delecta- 
ble articles as “The Earthquake in Syria,” 
“The Dying Infant Scholar,” and “Measur- 
ing Graves.” 


Mrs. Helen Chick Davidson, wife of Dr. 
W. R. Davidson, died June 30 at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Evansville, following a six months’ 
illness. Her death was the indirect result 
of a severe attack of influenza. In her death, 
libraries of Indiana, and especially in 
Evansville, have suffered a very great loss. 
For 29 years she gave generously of her 
time to the libraries of her city and her 
adopted state, quietly standing by in periods 
of ordinaty library activity, militantly ac- 
tive in times of storm and stress. 


She was born November 17, 1872, in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Winfield Chick, graduated from Bos- 
ton University, and in 1895 came to Evans- 
ville to teach in the high school. Ten years 

later she was married to Dr. Davidson. 


When the Public Library Board was or- 
ganized in 1911, Mrs. Davidson received her 
appointment as a member of the Board 
from the School Trustees. From that time 
until her death the Public Library was a 
consuming interest. Always an intelligent 
and informed member of the Book Commit- 
tee, Mrs. Davidson held various offices 
through the passing years, during many of 
which she served as a most efficient secre- 
tary. 

She was also president of the Indiana Li- 
brary Trustees Association, 1926, a mem- 
ber of the Indiana Library and Historical 
Board, 1932-33, a member of the Commis- 
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sion which built the Indiana State Library 
Building, past regent of the Evansville 
D.A.R. chapter, and for ten years Chair- 
man of the State D.A.R. Credentials Com- 
mittee. 


Fairmount—Mrs. Frederick Wood has 
been appointed librarian of the Fairmount 
Public Library to succeed: Mrs. Margaret 
Meyer, who has been named a district su- 
pervisor of the WPA library project. 


Fort Wayne—Since last September the 
Fort Wayne and Allen County Public Li- 
brary has added 8,000 volumes of musical 
literature to its music department. Before 
purchasing these books Rex M. Potterf, li- 
brarian, visited the large musical libraries 
in this section of the country and sent some 
of the assistant librarians to learn their 
system of cataloging. Most of the books 
have been placed in the main library, and 
about 1,000 have been divided among the 
various branches. 


Gary—Marjorie E. Bowers, chief of the 
acquisitions department of the Gary Public 
Library, has an article on “Cataloging with 
stencils” in the June 1, 1940 issue of 


Library Journal. 


Goshen—Mrs. Lucy Gallup has been ap- 
pointed an assistant librarian at the Goshen 
Public Library to succeed Lee Etta Mc- 
Bride. Mrs. Gallup is a graduate of West- 
ern State Teachers College at Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and was formerly in the library 
at Kalamazoo. 


Greencastle—Members of the Children’s 
Literature class at DePauw University have 
been conducting a story hour at the Green- 


castle Public Library every Saturday morn- 


ing. 


Indianapolis—Edna Rubin, Bessie Schertz- 
er, Leila Sexton, Margaret O’Connor, and 
Helen Thompson will attend Columbia Uni- 
versity School of Library Service during the 
summer term. 

Dorothy Gray will return to the staff July 
1 from Western Reserve School of Library 
Science; Frances Stalker, from Columbia; 
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and Lucille Dichmann, from the University 
of Minnesota. 

Mary Barron will be married to Edward 
Armborst in September; Betty Finch, to 
Clyde Garver in July; Frances Moody, to 
James Cook in July. 

Edith Griffin has resigned her position 
as children’s librarian at the West Indianap- 

olis branch. 

Florence Schad will teach at Peabody Col- 
lege, Nashville, Tennessee, this summer. 

The week of May 20-25 was set aside na- 
tionally for “Open House Week” for WPA 
Professional and Service Projects, under the 
theme “This Work Pays Your Community.” 
At the St. Clair Street entrance of the 
Central Library a series of posters explain- 
ing and reviewing the work of each library 
unit was kept on display. Guides were fur- 
nished daily. During the week a total of 198 
people visited the project, sixty-nine of whom 
took the time to visit the Book Rehabilitation 
Unit to see.how books are washed and re- 
paired. They diso visited the Extension Unit 
display and the Survey Unit display which 
were set up in Mr. Curry’s office. 


Indiana State Library—Margaret Pierson, 
cataloger, and Leona Tobey, assistant in 
the Genealogy division, are enrolled in the 
summer session of the Columbia University 
School of Library Service. Ennid Kirk, as- 
sistant in the Indiana history division, and 
Margaret Turk, cataloger, are working to- 
ward degrees in library science at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School. 

During the meeting of the Special Li- 
braries Association, the Indiana State Li- 
brary held an exhibit of Indiana printing 
before 1850, including books, pamphlets, 
broadsides, and newspapers. Among the 
books were a Life of Napoleon, Salem, 1818; 
The Economy of Human Life, translated 
from an Indian manuscript by an English 
gentleman residing in China; New Garden, 
1841; and Life and Confession of James 
Hudson, Indianapolis, 1825, the story of one 
of the men hanged for the murder of some 
Indians on Fall Creek. Of medical interest 
were Selman’s Indian Guide to Health, Co- 
lumbus, 1836; Sutton’s Summary of the 
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Treatment of the Symptoms of Asiatic 
Cholera, Aurora, 1849; and Hugh’s Intro- 
duction to Farriery, Madison, 1829. Included 
in the display were brochures by William 
Maclure and Thomas Say. Unusual among 
the few schoolbooks printed in Indiana be- 
fore 1850 were Cobb’s “toy books,” one of 
which measures only one and a half by two 
inches. 

Anthony J. Russo, who with his wife, 
Dorothy Ritter Russo, was engaged in com- 
piling a bibliography of Indiana authors and 
was preparing a bibliography of James 
Whitcomb Riley, died, aged forty-one, on 
June 6, 1940. Born in New York City, De- 
cember 13, 1898, he lived there until 1929 
when he came to Indianapolis. He married 
Dorothy Ritter in 1923. In 1931, with his 
wife, he founded the Hoosier Bookshop in 
his home; his specialty was Americana, more 
particularly Indiana history and American 
medical literature. In 1939 Mr. and Mrs. 
Russo began the preparation of a bibli- 
ography of Indiana authors sponsored by 
the Indiana Historical Society and during 
the last year had concentrated on a bibli- 
ography of James Whitcomb Riley. Mr. 
Russo was a member of the Indiana His- 
torical Society, the Medical Library Associ- 
ation, the American Association of the His- 
tory of Medicine, and the Bibliographical 
Society of America. 


Jasonville—The Tri Kappa sorority has 
purchased fifteen new juvenile books for the 
Jasonville Public Library. 


Martinsville—As part of its annual pro- 
gram of presenting books to the Martins- 
ville Public Library, the Tri Kappa or- 
ganization has donated nine new books to 
the library. 


Muncie—Harriet Brazier has resigned 
from her position in the Lincoln Branch of 
the Muncie Public Library to accept a po- 
sition in the loan and children’s department 
of the Saginaw, Michigan, library. 


Mrs. Esther Hunt, a member of the Mun- 
cie Public Library staff for the past ten 
years, has been appointed to succeed Miss 
Brazier at the Lincoln Branch. 
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Betty Meyer has been appointed assistant 
in the loan department of the Muncie Pub- 
lic Library. Miss Meyer is a graduate of 
Ball State Teachers College and has been 
a part-time member of the staff for the last 
four years. 

Marguerite Sheperd, who recently re- 
turned to the staff after attending Columbia 
University School of Library Service, has 
been named cataloger. 


Paoli—The Boy Scouts of Paoli are con- 
ducting a special library service for the in- 
valids of the community. The books are se- 
lected by Mabel Hollowell, librarian of the 
Paoli Public Library, and distributed by the 
Scouts over a regular route twice a week. 


Rising Sun—Mrs. Nettie McConnell has 
resigned her position as librarian of the 
Ohio County library on account of ill health. 
She has served the community for thirteen 
years. Mrs. Maude Whitlock has been ap- 
pointed as librarian, the appointment to be- 
some effective in August. 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 


Rockville—The Parke County Federation 
of Women’s Clubs has voted to act as co- 
sponsor with the Rockville Public Library 
in establishing a county-wide demonstration 
library with WPA books. 


Terre Haute—Thousands of feet of stor- 
age space in the library at Indiana State 
Teachers College will be saved through the 
installation of a microfilm projector. Com- 
plete files of 16mm film of more than twenty 
newspapers will be kept in a small fireproof 
cabinet. 


Vincennes—Jane Kitchell, librarian, has 
been notified that the Vincennes Public Li- 
brary has been made an honor member of 
the book club of the Junior Literary Guild 
for the contribution sent to Young Wings. 
The contribution was a picture of a group 
of Vincennes boys and girls shown roping 
a book, as a feature of last summer’s va- 
cation reading project. 
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INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Leland Hotel 
Richmond 
October 17-19, 1940 


INDIANA LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION 
Annual Conference 
Lincoln Hotel, Indianapolis 
November 12-13, 1940 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Midwinter Meeting 
The Drake Hotel, Chicago 
December 27-30, 1940 | 


1941 Conference 
Statler Hotel, Boston, Mass. 
June 19-25, 1941 
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